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Research Invitation
Hello, my name is Nelly and I want to invite you to participate in a study on open adoption. I want to thank you in advance for taking the time to read this. 
The study forms part of a supervised Master’s dissertation called An investigation into the lived experience of New Zealand adoptive and birth mothers.  New Zealand has been practicing open adoption for a long time now but there is very little literature on the topic. In the literature that exists, apart from being based on overseas practices, it is often the case that the focus has been on whether open adoption works or not, but we want to focus on the actual lived experience for both the birth and adoptive mother in this study. I am really interested in your stories and experiences of being in open adoptions. This is also an opportunity for you to voice the realities of being a birth or adoptive mother and add to our understanding of open adoption. 
Participation in the study is voluntary and you may withdraw any time prior to the data collection.
What is required of you if you were to participate?
As we are really interested in the stories, you will be encouraged to talk about your experiences and your stories regarding open adoption in face to face interviews. The interviews should take about 60-90 minutes and they will be arranged at a place of your convenience and comfort, be it your house or at the university. There are no financial costs to participating in the study. Your only cost will be time. After the interviews, which will be audio-taped, I will transcribe them and send them back to you for verification of the stories and so you can see my perceptions of your experiences.
To maintain your privacy, you will be asked to provide a pseudonym that will be used whenever your story is referred to in the write up. In addition, no individual details that might identify you as a participant will be revealed in the study. 
As this is part of my master’s degree, it will be written into a thesis, and it is our intention that it also be published in a scholarly journal.
If you are interested in the study, I will have a consent form that you can sign on the day of the interview, but if you have further questions, do not hesitate to email me or my supervisor (Dr Rhoda Scherman, email: rhoda.scherman@aut.ac.nz). I thank you once again for your interest and I will be looking forward to hearing from you. 
Regards, 
Nelly Kalizinje
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